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Ref: GA/jh 

 

5 t h  March 2021 

 

Dear  Parents/  Carers  

As we look forward to Monday and welcoming a l l  our students back I  wanted to update 

you al l  on how things wil l  cont inue to run for the remainder of  the term. I  apologise i f  

you have received any of  th is  informat ion before,  but  I  felt  i t  necessary to provide you 

with as much information as I  can.   

Safety and Risk Assessments  

The safety and wellbeing of  our  students and staff  are  paramo unt and we cont inue to  

be guided by government advice and we are keen to focus on how we get  Fountains High 

School up and running again for the whole community.  P lans are based on the h ierarchy 

of  measures  recommended by the government .  Our approach is  based on comprehensive 

r isk assessments at  an indiv idual  and school level,  which wil l  be carr ied out to ensure 

that  a l l  necessary precaut ions are being taken.  These have been updated as gu idance 

and legislat ion has changed and a lso with the inclusion of  latera l  f low test ing.   

Protect ive measures wi l l  inc lude the continuing pract ice  of  maintain ing 'bubbles'  of  staff  

and students,  unwell  staff  and students staying away from sch ool  and r igorous cleaning 

and hygiene regimes .   We wi l l  be l imit ing v is itors ,  staggering start ,  f in ish and break 

t imes,  avoid ing large group gatherings,  and not using publ ic t ransport  unless there is  no 

a lternative .   Ful l  engagement with the NHS Test  and T race process  wi l l  continue . Al l  

staff  and students wi l l  be offered twice weekly  home lateral  f low tests in  addit ion to  

the recent ly announced latera l  f low test ing for households and bubbles of  school pupi ls  

and staff .  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid - latera l - f low-test ing-for-households-and-bubbles-

of -school -pupils-and-staff   

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
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Face cover ings should be worn (unless exempt) by a l l  staff ,  v is itors and students  in  al l  

indoor areas.  Face coverings are avai lable should  someone forget  their  own,  or  need a 

replacement .  I f  your ch i ld wears a face covering,  p lease remember to send them with  a  

c lear p last ic re -sealable  ba g to keep it  in  when they take i t  of f .   

Our staff  have put an inordinate amount of  work into ensuring that  the school 

environment remains  safe  and as welcoming as it  can be ,  and that  those pupils  unable 

to  attend school have been provided with on - l ine learn ing resources ,  ass istance and 

support  in  their  own homes.  

Al l  pupi ls  wil l  return on Monday 8rd March,  (unless  they are Cl in ica l ly Extremely 

Vulnerable –  CEV.)   There wi l l  be an  e longated tutor sess ion to sett le students and staff ,  

ca lm any anxiet ies ,  conf irm expectat ions,  pupi l  t imetables  and other arrangements. 

Tutor groups have been organised into teaching sets with your chi ld being placed with  

other  students of  s imi lar  ab i l it y with in their  key stage.  Students  and their  support  staff  

wi l l  remain in the same classroom bubble with the same groupings .  To min imise 

movement between bubbles teaching staff  wi l l  remain with their  tutor group for a l l  

lessons up unt i l  at  least  the Easter  hol idays.  

Arr ival  and Departure  

To l imit  the number of  people on -site and to  avoid  creat ing congest ion points,  we would 

ask al l  parents  and carers that  drop off  their  chi ld to use the front entrance car park.  

They wi l l  need to dr ive around the roundabout as d irected by school staff ,  they wi l l  then 

stop but remain  in their  vehic les unt i l  their  chi ld is  col lected by school staff .  Th is  process 

wi l l  happen in reverse at  the end of  the day.  Please t ry to  a im for the fol lowing t imes:  

Phase Drop off   Col lection 

KS3 (Years 7 ,8 ,9)  08:40-08:50 14:40-14:50 

KS4 (Years 10,11)  08:50-09:00 14:50-15:00 

KS5 (Years 12,13,14)  09:00-09:10 15:00-15:10 

Parents and young people that  walk should also aim for the above t imes.  We ask that  

they wait  on the pathway leading to the hal l  door,  abiding by socia l  d istancing 

recommendat ions  and wear face coverings .  We understand that  it  may sometimes be 

d if f icu lt  to  pick up and drop of f  your ch i ld  within  the usual  t ime f rames,  especial ly i f  

their  s ibl ings are at  d if ferent schools.  However,  a l l  students should not leave ear ly at  

the end of  the day for anything other  than pre -arranged ‘one -off ’  reasons (typica l ly  to 

attend medical  appointments) .  I ’m sure you can agree that  al l  our students are ent it led 

to  a ful l  education.   
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Al l  min ibuses wil l  use  the back-car  park,  with taxis ’  and parents us ing the f ront  entrance .   

For the f irst  few weeks,  whi lst  we are a l l  re-adjust ing to  another  new normal ,  there wil l  

be  no Toast  Club,  however  toast  can st i l l  be  purchased at  10p a  s l ice (via Parent Pay)  

and wil l  be taken to  the classrooms on arr ival .  After school  c lubs wil l  not  resume 

immediate ly,  due to the students involved being in separate bubbles dur ing the day.   

Th is schedule is  subject  to change but  we hope that  it  helps famil ies to p lan in some 

way for March and to know that  we are  emerging from lockdown with a posit ive v iew on 

the horizon.  

Kind regards  

 

Mr Gareth Al len BSc (Hons)  NPQH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


