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Dear  Parent/C arer  

 

F i rs t ly ,  I  hope that  you and your fami l ies  are  keeping safe  and wel l  in  these  unusual  

t imes .  Thank you for  your  ongo ing support  and pat ience  whi lst  we  are wai t ing  for  

further  informat ion on the  widening o f  schools  reopening.   As  you are  aware  our 

school  has  remained open and wi l l  cont inue  to  o ffer  places to  ch i ldren of  essent ia l  

workers  and those  pupi ls  who are considered to  be most  vulnerable.  These  are  p laces 

that  have been negot iated and r isk  assessed on an indiv idua l  leve l  w ith mysel f  and the  

senior  leadership team.  

You wi l l  have seen on the news  that  the Government are want ing schools  to  open up 

gradual ly  to  s tudents  f rom 1st  June for  Recept ion,  year  one and year  6  ch i ldren in  

mainst ream sett ings.  The  Government  guidance gives  spec if ic  adv ice for  specia l  

schools :  

'Specia l  schoo ls  and spec ia l  post -16  inst itut ions should work towards  welcoming 

back as  many ch i ldren and young people  as  can be safely  cate red for  in  the ir  

sett ing . '  

From Monday  1 s t  June,  and only  i f  you and the  Government  think that  i t  i s  sa fe  to  

do so ,  we  are p lanning  to  increase the numbers  on s i te ,  of fer ing  most  s tudents  

some t ime in  schoo l ,  which wi l l  hopefu l ly  increase over  t ime.    

When students  attend ,  they wi l l :  

  work in a  smal l  group o f  up to  5  s tudents  and up to  3  staf f  

  work in one c lassroom and not  access  any other  part  o f  school  apart  from to  go 

to  the to i let  

  have  the ir  own desk ,  seat  and resources  (pens ,  penc i l s  e tc . )  where appropriate  

  have  at  least  1  hour outs ide act iv ity  dur ing the  day -  in  the ir  group  (weather 

permit t ing) .  

  eat  thei r  dinner in  the ir  c lassroom  

  have  f requent  opportunit ies  to  wash thei r  hands throughout  thei r  day  

  go s traight  to  and from  the i r  c lass  f rom  transport   
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Addit ional ly :   

  Antibacter ia l  w ipes ,  t i ssues and hand sanit i ser  wi l l  be  avai lab le  in  a l l  c lassrooms  

  Classrooms wi l l  be c leaned thoroughly  at  the end o f  each day  

  Al l  hands  (s taff  and ch i ldren)  must  be  sanit ised before enter ing the  bui ld ing  

  No passenger ass is tant/parent/carer  wi l l  be  a l lowed in school  

 The hall will be used at the beginning and end of the day for students entering and leaving the building 

 Only one parent or carer will be allowed in the foyer at any one time 

  No unnecessary  v is i tor s  wi l l  be a l lowed in  schoo l  

  There wi l l  be  no whole  schoo l  assembl ies  or  larger  gather ings  o f  s tudents  

We have had some telephone cal ls  today  f rom pare nts  who are concerned that  the 

Government are  moving  too quick ly  and have asked i f  i t  would be  reasonable  for  them 

to  keep the i r  ch i ld at  home for  the foreseeable  future .  I  would just  l ike  to  reassure 

you that  th is  i s  f ine –  you know your ch i ld  and thei r  needs  best  and i f  you feel  i t  is  st i l l  

safer  to  keep your ch i ld  at  home then we wi l l  support  th is .  The  Gove rnment  are c lear  

that  famil ies  choos ing  not  to  send thei r  chi ld back to  school  yet ,  w i l l  not  be  f ined or  

prosecuted.  

 

Pupi ls  and s taf f  with  c oronav irus  symptoms must  s tay at  home.  Government test ing  

is  now avai lable for  al l  our  students  and staf f  should the y show any symptoms  

I f  your  c hi ld is  c l inical ly  vulnerable ,  or  l iv ing with  someone who is  in this  group,  they 

should  not  c ome back  to school  and should  c ontinue home learning.  

 

I t ’ s  important  to  know that  we are  go ing  to  do what  we can to  soc ia l ly  distance  with in  

the  l imits  o f  a  schoo l  and the understanding  o f  the young people .  Teachers  have been 

asked to  undertake  lessons but  with no formal  mark ing  and feedback tak ing  p lace .   

 

Thank you to  those o f  you that  have completed the survey  (https ://cutt . ly/LyWumw9 ).  

I f  you have not  completed the survey  p lease  do so  before  the 27 t h  May  2020.  You do 

not  have to  make  a f ina l  dec is ion and can contact  the school  by  phone on 01283  

247580  after  th is  date  i f  you later  decide  you would l ike  your chi ld to  attend.  I f  you 

have  asked for  chi ld to  attend school  we wi l l  contact  you by  phone to  discuss  which  

day  your ch i ld  can at tend  and answer any  quest ions  you may have .  I t  may not  be  

poss ib le  due to  pupi l  r i sk  assessments ,  s ta ff ing and bui lding requirements  to  o ffer  a l l  

s tudents  a  place .   

 

P lease do not  send your  c hi ld to  sc hool  unless  you have been g iven a def ini t ive  day 

to  attend,  with the  exception of  s tudents  whose plac es  in  sc hool  have been 

previously  agreed and are ongoing.   

P lease send your ch i ld  with a  pack ed lunch.  I f  you are rece iv ing f ree  schoo l  meal  

vouchers,  these wi l l  cont inue  unaf fected unt i l  fur ther  not ice.  I t  i s  hoped that  the  

school  k itchen wi l l  be able  to  open in the very  near  future.   

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2F360safe.org.uk%2FAccreditation%2FOnline-Safety-Mark&psig=AOvVaw0M3e7XtKiOucGdgq8SaNjP&ust=1573309435529000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDfndzo2uUCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sandalcastleprimary.co.uk%2Four-curriculum%2Fcreative-arts&psig=AOvVaw3UZQhQ4McsR2BNOgYC2g3C&ust=1573309633161000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCenbrp2uUCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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For  those s tudents  who are t ransported by parents  you are asked to br ing  your  chi ld 

to  school  for  9:15am and c ol lec t  at  2:45pm from the main entrance.  Please remain in 

your  c ar  and wait  for  a member of  s taf f  to c ol lect  them.   

 

I f  you are p lanning on us ing your  chi ld’s  usua l  local  author ity  transport  please contact  

them on the fo l lowing  numbers :  

Staffordshire County  Counci l :   01785  277339 /  01785 278950 /  01785  277366  
Derby County :   01629 536723  
Derby C ity :   01332 641729  

 

F inal ly ,  i t  i s  w ith great  regret  but  no surpr ise  that  a l l  o f  the act iv it ies  that  would 

usua l ly  take  p lace in the summer term such as  ‘Sports  Day’  and ‘The  Summer  Fayre’  

w i l l  be  cancel led.  We wi l l  howeve r,  i f  poss ib le  attempt to  hold the leavers  ceremony 

and Prom at  a  later  date i f  safe  to  do so.    

Many  thanks for  your cont inued support .  

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Gareth Allen 
Head of School 
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