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REF:    GA /jh 
 
 
 
19 t h  J ul y  2021 
 
 
 
Dear  Parents  
 
A s  we  come to  the  end of  the  summer  term and yet  another  unprecedented year ,  I  want  to  
thank  you for  the  support ,  throug hout  not  onl y  the  mul ti pl e  l ockdowns  and i sol ati on per iods ,  
w i th  remote  learn i ng ,  but  a l so  throug h the ca l mer  peri ods.  The  s tudents  have  been fantast i c  
and are  a  credi t  to  you.  They  never  fa i l  to  br ig hten my day and i t  i s  an  absol ute  joy  to  see  them 
so engaged and eage r  to  learn  at  every  opportuni ty.  
 
Yesterday  and Wednesday  the  trust  hel d  the  recrui tment  process  for  the  permanent post  of  
Execut ive  Headteacher  for  Fountai ns  H ig h School ,  i nc l udi ng  the  post -16 provi si on based at  
Burton C ol l eg e ,  and South Derbyshi re  Suppor t  C entre  i n  Newhal l .  A f ter  havi ng  undertaken f i r s t  
the  H ead School  role ,  then the  headteacher  and f i nal ly  the  executi ve  headship  ro le,  I  feel  
overwhel mi ngl y  pri vi l eg ed to  have  been gi ven the  permanent  pos i ti on  and I  am extremely  
exc i ted to  l ead such a fant ast i c  g roup of  i nd i vi dua ls  in  support i ng  your  chi l d  to  achi eve  thei r  
potent i al .  
 
A s  the  government s tart  to  remove  restri ct ions  next  week,  we  are  l ooki ng  to  September  when 
the  s tudents  return.  The  Department for  Educat i on has  s tated that  s tagg ered s tarts  a nd ends  
of  the  day  are  to  end and therefore  we wi l l  be  return i ng  to  the  normal  school  day  of  0840 to  
1510.  We understand that  some of  you wi l l  have  young  ch i l dren who need to  be  dropped of f  
and pi cked up at  s imi lar  ti mes  of the  day.  We are  unabl e  to author i se  chang es  to  i ndi vi dua l  
s tudent’s  t imetables ,  enabl i ng  them to s tart  l a ter  or  f i n ish  early .  Thi s  i s  because of  the  
Department for  Educat i on and Local  A uthor i ty 's  regulat i ons  g overni ng  part - t ime t imetabl es .  
Part - ti me tables  can only  be  for  a  short -des ig na ted peri od and have  to  be  ag reed upon by  the  
Loca l  A uthori ty.  Should  the  s tart  and end t i mes  of  the  day  be  d i ff i cul t  for  you,  p l ease  contact  
the  school  and we wi l l  work  wi th  you to  f i nd  a  so l uti on.  Breakfast  cl ubs  and af ter -school  c l ubs  
are  pl anned to  begi n  ag ai n  i n  September.  
 
S tudents  at  Fountai ns  Hig h and i n  Post -16 wi l l  re turn  on Monday  6  September  2021 and s tudents 
at  South Derbyshi re  Support  Centre  wi l l  re turn  on Tuesday  7  September  2021.  The  restr i ct i ons  
and g ui del i nes  concerni ng  C ovi d  wi l l  l ikel y  ch ang e  over  the  summer  and we wi l l  be  i n  contact  
before  the  s tart  of  the  term, to  l e t  you know any  changes.  A s  i t  s tands ,  s tudents  and staf f  w i l l  
no l ong er be  asked to  wear  face  coveri ng s ,  a l thoug h they  can i f  they  wi sh.  A ddi ti onal l y , we  wi l l  
cont i nue  to  ask  s tudents  to  wear  thei r  PE kits  to  school  on the  day  they  have  PE lessons and be  
i n  uni form on al l  other  days .  Students  i n  post -16 do not  have  to  wear  school  uni form.    
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We are  l ooki ng  forward to bei ng  abl e  to  i nv i te parents  i n  to  school  and col lege  for  i n-person 
tours  and have  face - to- face  meet ings  earl y  i n  the  autumn term.  
 
There  are  several  s taf f  members  th is  summer  who are  mov i ng  on f rom Fountai ns  and we wi sh 
them al l  the  best  for  the  future.  Some are  seeki ng  new careers ,  others  further  educati on and 
some al so  taki ng  the  opportuni ty  to  reti re  and enjoy  a  wel l -earned break .  
 
C arol i ne  H eathcote ,  Gi anni  Frary ,  Kayl eig h  Burrows -Fl ower ,  Gemma C awser ,  H arry  El l is ,  Patsy  
Broom, Wendy  Ni ckl in ,  J acki e  R i chardson and A rthur  A ston.  I  woul d  al so  l i ke  to  wel come Sa rah 
Darby  and Vi c i  Lambert -Smi th  to  the  team.  We wi l l  have  severa l  new staf f  jo i ni ng  us  i n  the  new 
year.  F i na l l y ,  I  woul d  l i ke  to  wi sh  Mi ss  H i l l  a l l  the  best  for  her  weddi ng  over  the  summer  and 
l ook  forward to  wel comi ng  her  back  as  Mrs  A shenden i n  Septembe r.  
 
Thank  you al l  once  ag ai n ,  have  a  great  summer  and a  wel l -earned rest.  
 
K i nd regards  
 
 

 
 
 
Gareth  A l len 
Execut ive  H eadteacher  
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